best, appears as single paragraphs or footnotes in most ENT or neurology textbooks. Vertigo in children, acrophobia (vertigo as understood by Hitchcock's film), migrainous vertigo, motion sickness, barotrauma and vertigo in neck disorders are all reviewed in depth with plenty of references. More predictable topics are covered with authority: the chapter on Meniere's disease is a tour de force; a definitive article on iatrogenic vertigo is included; the nettle of vestibular neuronitis is firmly grasped; the chapter on vertigo in the elderly should have geriatricians queuing to buy the book; and the subject of central causes of vertigo is covered clearly enough to be understood by both neurologists and ENT surgeons.
The book reflects the contrast between great enthusiasm and expertise in diagnosis and the rather limited methods of managing a giddy patient. A few causes respond well to surgery or specific medical treatment; for the rest it is a question of sedating the vestibular system until the storm has passed or of speeding up the process of ceni r-J1 compensation using balancing exercises.
I am sure that this book will be well thumbed in my own department: it is a godsend for those taking FRCS in otolaryngology, for physicians training in neurology and geriatrics and for anyone with a giddy patient. The price is rather modest.
JOHN M GRAHAM

Consultant ENT Surgeon
University College Hospital, London Risk Factors and Multiple Cancer (New Horizons in Oncology, vol 3) Basil A Stoll (ed) pp 410 £42 ISBN 0-471-10513-9 Chichester: John Wiley 1984 Risk Factors and Multiple Cancer brings together a voluminous literature in this increasingly important aspect of cancer. It is divided into three sections. The first section on carcinogenesis is very useful for people working in clinical oncology since there is frequently a separation in scientific meetings between the more basic scientists and the clinical workers. Dr Weiss summarizes clearly the important and rapidly evolving field of oncogenic viruses. No section of this type would be complete without stressing the importance of tobacco as a major cause of human cancer. Professor Doll's recent estimate that 30% of the USA cancer incidence is due to tobacco is given due emphasis. In the second section, Dr Ponder reviews genetic and familial cancers, which is another area where much new information has recently become available, associating specific chromosomal deletions or rearrangements with specific types of tumour. In the third section on multiple primary cancers, the now relatively commonplace situation of patients with two or more primary cancers is emphasized. The importance of therapy-induced second tumours, particularly with the combination of certain types of chemotherapy with radiotherapy, is covered.
Overall, this is a useful book for anybody working in the field of oncology and provides a useful reference source, bringing together very broad subject matter. EDWARD In 1860 it was suggested that eczema, asthma, and urticaria were all attributable to the 'morbid effects of fruitless sucking in infants'. These days we have 'allergy', as much a growth industry as a science. The lack of objective information about clinical procedures is a handicap, particularly illustrated when one examines questionable forms of treatment such as desensitization (upgraded in this book to the grandiose status of 'immunotherapy'). The reader wanting to learn more has to choose between the North American, larger, more comprehensive and more densely referenced texts, or more succinct volumes. This book is the best example of the latter group, though the competition is not stiff. Allergic disorders of the skin, lungs, eyes, nose, joints, ear, kidneys and gut are dealt with, and there are chapters on drug allergy, insect allergy and immunotherapy. Particularly good are the chapters on the biological role of allergy, the mediators of allergy, and allergy in infancy and childhood. The book is not comprehensive, but what it does cover is done well. There is a good deal of overlap between the chapters.
This book bears a quite uncanny resemblance to a book also edited by Lessof entitled 'Immunological and Clinical Aspects of Allergy' (MTP Press, 1981) . Indeed, there are parts of the present volume which consist of only minimally reworked material from the former volume, though this has been well concealed and is only hinted at in the preface. However this 'second edition', as it were, is a great improvement, and I recommend it.
T J DAVID
Senior Lecturer in Child Health
University ofManchester Atlas of Gynaecological Diagnosis. A F Youssef pp 179 £17 ISBN 0-443-03018-9 Edinburgh: Churchill Livingstone 1984 When access to a huge variety of gynaecological conditions is allied to both an urge to photograph and to a skill with the camera, a collection of informative photographs results.
